
Sunday Morning Schedule  
Choir Practice 9:00  --  Worship 10:00 

Coffee Hour at 11:00 

The Monthly Newsletter of the  

First Congregational Church of Oroville, California 
 

Informing you of our Ministry - Inviting you to Worship with us - Welcoming you always 
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Night view of 
SPILLWAY RECONSTRUCTION 
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The Monthly Newsletter of the First Congregational Church of Oroville 

Dolores Devol - editor 

The  CHIMES The  CHIMES 

First Congregational Church of Oroville 
1715 Bird Street, Oroville, California 

A great place to grow in Faith, Hope, and Love. 
 

Worship Leaders 

Jerry Hambleton — Pastor 

John Zenor — Organist 

Regina Jensen—Choir Director 

 

 

 
 

Our Sunday Schedule 

9:00 am  Choir Practice  Chapel  

10:00 am  Sunday Service  Sanctuary  

11:00 am  Coffee & Fellowship Social Hall 
 

First Tuesday of the month 

9:30 am  Women’s Fellowship Social Hall 
 

Every Tuesday 

1:00 pm   Sewing Group   Youth Room 
 

Every Thursday 

5:00 pm  Choir Practice  Chapel 
 

Administrative Asst./Bookkeeper 

Sandy Bolt 
 

Church Office Hours 

Monday thru Friday  8:00-12:00 
 (530) 533-2483 

 
 

Website www.fccoroville.org 

 

   Leaving a pastorate after serving a number of years is a difficult 

and often painful experience – for the pastor and often painful for the 

congregation. (Every pastor recognizes that there might, possibility, be 

someone who rejoices in his or her departure!) 

   I left my home church in Riverside California, which doesn't count 

in this case, except I did preach there sometimes and had a lifetime of 

experiences with that community of faith. Then to Oregon, and then 

Iowa, on to Missouri and later to the plains of Nebraska where I retired 

the first time in 2008. I came here as pastor in November 1, 2019 con-

cluding April 25, 2010. It was intended as a short term interim of three 

months, extended three more months. Thenceforth, I retired again. 

Life happened and when your pastor became ill I was asked to return 

March 18, 2012, again for a short term. I will retire, for the third time, 

at the end of this year. 

   Leaving church communities is difficult, yet I have come to believe 

that we can find new meaning in the process of change and transition. 

There is challenge and there is pain. 

   The challenge is in the recognition that you are a very small, older 

age congregation. The UCC Conference will be of great assistance, as 

you have already discovered. You have much to offer to Oroville, and 

to the world, and you are becoming ready to reach out. Your willing-

ness to move forward with The Jordan's Crossing proposal was a great 

sign. But, God was moving them in a different direction. 

   Inevitably, there is pain. Running Through The Thistles by Roy M, 

Oswald illustrates this point. 

   As a young boy Roy and his two older brothers often took a shortcut 

to school through an enormous thistle patch. In some places the prick-

ly patches were 50-100 feet wide. The boys rarely wore shoes to 

school in the summertime, hence their dilemma: how to cross the this-

tle patches in bare feet. The option of taking the long way around and 

avoiding the thistles was quickly overruled. The only other option was 

to back up and run as past as possible through the narrowest part. 

   "I can still vividly remember the experience," Roy writes, "running 

full speed in bare feet across 20 feet of prickly thistles, yelping in pain 

WORDS FROM THE PASTOR 



all the way. When the three of us reached the black soil on the other 

side, we would immediately hit the dirt and start pulling out the few 

thistles ends that stuck in our feet. 'I had four briars get me--how many 

did you get?' was a sample of our post-agony conversation." 

   Sometimes we approach transitions in the same way these boys ap-

proached the thistle patch. We reason, "If we can get through the pro-

cess as quickly as possible, perhaps the pain will be minimized." Such 

an approach would be fine if it worked, but it rarely does. 

   This is why I gave a six month notice of my retiring. The Search 

Committee was formed and are now engaged with the process. The 

Conference Associate Minister has been here to preach and to meet 

with the Committee. Even though I am not engaged with that process, I 

know that she would have advised the Committee to be intentional and 

patient. 

   You can take the easy way out and use pulpit supply only. Or you can 

search out pastoral leadership in the other categories of agreements: full 

time, part time or less than part time. Your Search Committee will work 

through all of this and keep you informed. The final decision rests with 

you, the congregation. I am confident that there can be a faithful future 

for First Congregational Church, Oroville. 

 

Blessing to you all. 

Pastor Jerry Hambleton 

The  CHIMES 

REPORTS 
 

Council… 
 

With the prediction of cooler days ahead and that the world did not come to 

an end as some scholars predicted, our church members and friends are 

looking forward to a season of renewed vigor as we venture forth with 

many activities to come. Our pastoral committee is making headway, and 

there are plans to maintain our community outreach with events both new 

and traditional. 
 

We were all surprised by the latest edition of The Chimes, and it’s spectac-

ular photos of the recent eclipse taken by John Zenor. It was a classic edi-

tion indeed! 
  
Our outreach to the local YMCA program continues, and we are pleased 

that the members of Jordan’s Crossing have found a new location for their 

mission. 
 

Although we are hoping to attract new members, we are deeply indebted to 

those who are wearing more than one hat, exhibiting real commitment to 

our cause and blessed with many talents. Our church is truly an anchor for 

the city of Gold, and its legacy is an inspiration to all who are looking for-

ward to many faith-filled years ahead. 

 

Jim Lenhoff, 

Moderator 

 

 

Diaconate... 
 

Summer is over and we are looking forward to an active and busy fall sea-

son (hopefully without too much heat). 
 

The Annual Feather River Choral Festival at the Trinity Presbyterian 

Church  is scheduled for October 20, 21, and 22nd.  The workshop is the 

first two days and the choral presentation will be on Sunday with their regu-

lar service.  In the past our choir and organist have taken part in this special 

event.  Pastor Jerry and the congregation has attended the service on Sun-

day in support of our members participating  in the workshop/event.  The 

cost of the workshop event is paid for by the church and we encourage all 
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Internet 10 Fun Facts. 
 

1.  You can't wash your eyes with soap. 

2.  You can't count your hair. 

3.  You can't breathe through your nose, with your tongue out. 

4.  You just tried number 3. 

6.  When you did number 3 you realized that it is possible 

     but you looked like a dog. 

7.  You're smiling right now because you were fooled. 

8.  You skipped number 5. 

9.  You just checked to see if there was a number 5. 

10. It's good to laugh! 



to attend. 
 

We hope to again host the “Service of Thanksgiving” this year with Gra-

cePoint Church.. It is a very special service followed by a special luncheon.  

All are invited to attend. 
 

We are also hoping to schedule a special musical concert this fall.  It would 

be open to the public.  In the past we have hosted organ concerts, etc. 

Please let us know if you know of a group that would be interested and we 

will contact them. 

 

Shirley Quackenbush 

 

 

Women’s Fellowship... 
 

A tentative schedule of activities was set up and plans made for gifts of giv-

ing for November and December. 
 

Next meeting is October 5 at 9:30 am. 

 

Kathy 
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Where’s Melvin? 
 

Church mouse Melvin is hiding somewhere in the pages of the 

Chimes.   Can you find him? 

The  CHIMES 

Directions 
 

   A little boy was waiting for his mother to come out of the grocery 

store.  

   As he waited, he was approached by a man who asked, "Son, can 

you tell me where the post office is?" The little boy replied, "Sure, 

just go straight down the street a couple of blocks and turn to your 

right." 

   The man thanked the boy kindly and said, "I'm the new pastor in 

town, and I'd like for you to come to church on Sunday. I'll show 

you how to get to Heaven."  

   The little boy replied with a chuckle, "Awww, come on; you don't 

even know the way to the post office!" 
 

Want to Grow Your Church? 
 

The institute for American church growth asked over 10,000 people this 

question:  "What was responsible for your coming to this church?" This 

is how they replied. 
 

I had a special need........................ 2% 

I just walked in............................... 3% 

I liked the Pastor............................ 6% 

I visited there................................. 1% 

I liked the Sunday School.............. 1% 

I liked the programs....................... 3% 

Other.............................................. 5% 

A friend or relative invited me…... 79% 
 

Pretty striking, and not that hard. We could do that.  
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An Update on the Oroville Dam Spillway 
 

   Kiewit Construction and the DWR report they are on schedule to have a 

usable spillway available by November 1. It will be capable of handling a 

100,000 CFS (cubic feet per second) discharge, limited by the height of the 

walls in the center RCC (roller compacted concrete) section.. The new spill-

way when completed will be far more robust than the original with taller 

walls and capable of handling flows of 270,000 CFS compared to 170,000 

CFS for the old spillway. 

   In the picture at the left the spillway is broken up into segments. Starting 

at the bottom are the energy dissipaters from the old spillway that will be 

retained with some cosmetic repairs. The lower and upper chutes are where 

the old spillway remained intact and the RCC section in the middle is where 

the old spillway failed and was mostly washed away. A couple of deep ero-

sion channels resulted. These were up to 150’ deep. At the very top is the 

remaining 730’ section of old spillway that remains and will be replaced 

next summer.  

   In the upper and lower chute areas the remaining old spillway was re-

moved. And beneath it several feet of weathered materials that the old spill-

way was built on, was removed down to solid un-weathered rock. The up-

per and lower chutes were then built back up with un-reinforced leveling 

concrete to create a smooth solid foundation for the new spillway structure 

which is being built on top of this surface. These two sections will be essen-

tially completed in their final form by November 1.  

   In the center section, RCC (a damp concrete mixture using minimal wa-

ter, mixed in a concrete batch plant, transported by dump truck, spread by a 

bulldozer and compacted by a vibrating roller) is being used to fill in the 

eroded area. It is laid in level 1 foot compacted layers and is up to 150’ 

deep. This section has temporary walls, 12’ thick at the top, also built from 

RCC. The walls will be removed next spring and the final reinforced con-

crete spillway will be built over this section. The remaining 730’of old 

spillway next to the outlet gates will also be replaced next year. 

   Concurrently work is progressing on a secant pile cutoff wall being con-

structed 600’ below the emergency spillway weir. This will prevent head 

cutting erosion such as forced the earlier evacuation of people living down-

stream. (that is if the emergency spillway ever has to be used again) This 

wall is expected to be completed in December or January.  

   Also planned is a RCC buttress wall to be built against the downstream 

face of the weir. A RCC splash pad will then continue, covering the area 

between the weir and the cutoff wall. 

The  CHIMES 

Center RCC 
1050’ 

Lower Chute 
350’ 

Upper Chute 
870’ 

Next Year 
730’ 

This photo was taken on September 20, 2017. By the time you read this the 

center RCC being placed will be nearing the upper chute. 
All the spillway photos are from the DWR website. 
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A view of the top of the leveling concrete in the lower chute. On the left a 

section of the floor slab of the final spillway has been formed and poured. 

Rebar for the side walls and some wall forms are in place. A series of hori-

zontal trenches contain slotted drain pipes and are filled with drain rock. 

(one is in the foreground at the first pylon) Sticking up are rebar anchors 

with square steel plates on them. They are grouted into holes that have been 

drilled though the leveling concrete and 10 to 15 feet into bedrock. These 

tie the whole spillway to the rock below. 

This enlarged view of a section of the above photo shows the top and bot-

tom rows of rebar sticking out of the new slab and the neoprene water-stop 

that prevents infiltration of water through the construction joint between 

slabs. Also you can get an idea of the thickness of the new structural slab.  

In the picture on the left you 

get some idea of the depth of 

RCC that is required to fill 

some of the eroded area in the 

center section of the spillway. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The picture below shows the 

vast amount of RCC required 

in the center section. On the 

right of the picture you can 

see a portion of the 4 to 1 

slope of the lower spillway 

and the RCC wall. The light 

colored horizontal stripes on 

the wall is scaffolding used 

for access to apply a smooth 

gunite finish to the walls. 
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PARKING 
Sunday and evening parking for church attendees is available at 
the following locations by agreement between the Church and 

the owners of the lots. 
 

Lot behind the Cal Oro Manufacturing building on the NE corner 
of Bird and Oak Streets. 

 

Department of Education lot on the SW corner of Lincoln & Bird. 
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Response to Texas & Florida Recovery from 

Hurricanes Harvey & Irma Devastation 
 

We can send offerings to One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) to: 
 

OGHS 

UCC Conference Office 

401 Roland Way, Suite 260 

Oakland, CA 94621 
 

Make your checks out to NCNC UCC and mark in the memo “OGHS 

Hurricanes Harvey & Irma” and the Conference will pass it on directly 

to our National office of OGHS. 
 

Please pray for all those impacted and give generously to support the 

recovery efforts. 

Smoothing gunite on the RCC wall. 

Pouring leveling concrete on the upper chute using a concrete pump and 

snorkel. The forms are stay-in-place forms and form the trenches across the 

leveling concrete that contain drain pipes and drain rock. 



 

Chimes Deadline will be Tues. Oct. 24 
Articles may be left in the Chimes box at the church office 

or e-mail to adevol@comcast.net 

BIRTHDAYS 

 
18 Joy Palmerlee Apra  

20 Wendy Sweeney 

25  Marilyn Goodman 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

None 
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Monthly Financial Update 

For the Month of September 
 

Approved annual budget for 2017–2018  $   94,750.00  

 Budget needs for each week:   $     1,822.12 

Budget needs each month:   $     7,895.83 

_________________________________________________ 

 

Income for the month: 

Pledges, gifts & tithes:    $    4,568.05 

 Rental                 $    1,092.37   

 UCC Disaster Relief          $         65.00

      

TOTAL INCOME FOR THE MONTH:    $    5,725.42 

NEIGHBORS IN NEED OFFERING 
 

This October our church will receive our offerings to UCC’s Justice 

and Witness Ministries which continues its strong policy work on is-

sues such as Federal budget, voting rights, immigration, health care, 

hate crimes, civil liberties, and environmental justice. 

   The second and third Sundays in October we will have envelopes in 

our church bulletin for this UCC offering. You may also make dona-

tions into the church office. We endeavor to support the programs of 

the UCC.  


